Holy Cross Day

September 14, 2006

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


Every three years The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) gathers in national Convention to worship and praise our Lord, elect officers of the church and vote on resolutions that will shape the direction of the LCMS over the next three years or more. In order to have fair representation, congregations are grouped into electoral (usually geographic) circuits. Each circuit sends a pastoral and lay delegate to the Convention.


Since the 2004 Convention, disturbing things have happened in our beloved LCMS, emphasizing the need for thoughtful, compassionate, faithful, mission-minded delegates to represent our congregations at the 2007 Convention. A group of pastors and congregations, ignoring the LCMS position on lawsuits, chose to sue our President, Gerald Kieschnick, our First Vice-President, William Diekelman, and the LCMS. After months of false allegations and slanderous statements against our elected leaders, the judge settled the case “with prejudice,” meaning they could never again sue on those grounds. The plaintiffs also apologized for the pejorative language used against our elected leaders. We rejoiced to think this lawsuit was over.


However, a few days prior to the settlement conference, four members of the LCMS Board of Directors (BOD) filed an intervention to continue the lawsuit, even though a BOD majority had negotiated the settlement of the first lawsuit!  These four members claimed to have the best interest of the LCMS at heart. The truth is that after the LCMS has had to pay more than $300,000 in the first frivolous lawsuit, these four directors wanted the LCMS also to pay their personal legal expenses. We rejoice in the fact that these four directors also have withdrawn their complaint. 


At the same time, the four plaintiffs, members of the LCMS Board of Directors, continue to believe that the LCMS is out of legal compliance with Missouri state laws and they may bring another lawsuit. This cannot be tolerated!  Our LCMS leaders have been forced to expend time and money on a divisive lawsuit that never made it through the first legal step in court. The point to keep in mind in all this is that the people who have sued the Synod and may again bring suit were elected to their positions by delegates at Convention!  We need delegates at the 2007 Convention who will help the LCMS put these dark days behind us and move forward with the life-giving Gospel!


This letter is an appeal to all congregations and lay people who have not yet elected delegates to the 2007 Convention: Please send your pastor and a lay representative to vote at your circuit meeting where Convention delegates will be chosen. Elect delegates who do not support frivolous lawsuits. The LCMS needs delegates who can think about the issues, hear the discussions, pray about decisions and vote for officers and resolutions that will further the mission of Christ, without the distraction of the civil legal system. 


One final note: Perhaps you have heard people say that Jesus First wants only certain types of delegates. This is true--but not for the reasons usually stated by those who question our motives. We want only Gospel-Centered, Mission-Driven, Future-Oriented delegates. It is fitting that this letter is written on Holy Cross Day. We want delegates who will resonate with the Letter to the Hebrews, the 12th chapter: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”


May God bless our congregations and circuits as they elect delegates to the 2007 LCMS Convention.

God’s Peace,

Pastor Jon Coyne

Jesus First, Communications Leader

